EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

CITY OF COVINA

125 East College Street ® Covina, California 91723-2199

KEVIN STAPLETON
Mayor

August 11, 2004

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary f 5§G|NAL

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Late-fiied comment in WC Docket No. 04-36
Dear Ms. Dortch:

Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s rules, please accept these comments on behalf
of the City of Covina, California, in the rulemaking proceeding regarding Voice over Internet
Protocol (VoIP).

VoIP service is poised to offer valuable telecommunications and other services. It is also poised
to replace traditional telephone services. Therefore, we feel strongly that the Commission should
take action to ensure that the policy goals long established by local and state regulations are
protected as VoIP emerges as a market force. We therefore urge the Commission to:

e Find that VoIP service that offers real-time voice communication is a telecommunications
service;

e Require VoIP providers to comply with social policy programs, including providing 911
services, universal service contributions, consumer protection rules, and disability access
requirements;

e Acknowledge that local governments continue to have authority to regulate public rights-of-
way,

e Confirm that state and local governments may impose taxes and fees on VolP providers to
the extent such taxes and fees are imposed on providers of comparable service; and

e Establish a level playing field for services that compete against each other.

We urge the Commission to consider fully the public interest, and to ensure that public policy
programs are protected. We also urge the Commission not to preempt state and local regulatory
authority over VolP.

Sincerely,
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